














Improve leadership, influence and partnership

The Single Regional Strategy Evidence Base

Assuming the legislation currently in Parliament is
enacted, the South West RDA and the South West Leaders
Board (representing local authorities) will have the joint
responsibility for producing the Single Regional Strategy
(SRS). This strategy will provide an integrated strategy for
the region — bringing together priorities for the economy,
climate change and housing into an overarching strategic
framework for development within the region. The SRS
will bring together and build on the South West England
Regional Economic Strategy and the draft South West
England Regional Spatial Strategy. It will look to the long
term, addressing how the region can deliver sustainable
economic growth.

The SRS needs to be firmly based on integrated evidence.
At the time of writing, the process for developing this
evidence base is evolving rapidly. However, this section
sets out how the organisations within the region are
working in partnership to produce a high quality evidence
base for the SRS.

The South West RDA and South West Councils, who are
jointly producing the evidence base, have convened a
working group, facilitated by the South West Regional

Observatory. This group are agreeing on a number of
components for the evidence base.

The State of the South West report will form one of

the key building blocks for the SRS evidence base.

This report, published annually by the South West
Regional Observatory brings together data and evidence
on a wide range of topics to give a thorough analysis of
the state of the region. The Core Unit of the Observatory
coordinates expert contributions from a wide range

of organisations across the South West Observatory
network. Contributors include the Environment Agency,
South West Councils, South West RDA, Government
Office South West, South West Public Health Observatory,
the Skills and Learning Module and the Culture Module of
the South West Observatory.

In parallel to the production of the State of the South
West report, in autumn 2009, four think pieces will be
produced on the following key themes:

+ Economic growth
+ Climate change
*+ Housing

+ Demographics
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These think pieces will map out what we currently know
and then identify any gaps in current understanding. They
will form part of wider work on key themes for the region.
The pieces will be written collectively by working groups
composing of key regional partners such as the Homes and
Communities Agency, South West Councils, South West RDA
and members of the South West Observatory Network.

Another key component of the evidence base will be
foresight work. While no-one can predict what will
happen, some assessment needs to be made as to where
the South West might be and importantly where it wants
to be in 15-20 years time. This type of horizon scanning
can help to identify potential risks and opportunities for
South West England in the long term.

Local Economic Assessments (LEAs) will also form an
important part of our regional evidence base. The new
local economic assessment responsibility which falls on
upper tier Authorities and Unitary Authorities will provide
a rich source of sub-regional analysis. Some of these
Local Economic Assessments may not be completed until

after the evidence base for the SRS has been written.
However, the development of SRS evidence and the LEA
methodology coordination is being linked at a regional
level to enable ‘like for like’ comparisons between

regional and local evidence. The conclusions of the local
assessments will be used to reinforce the broader regional
work and, together, these will be considered in developing
the SRS.

The work on the evidence base for the Single Regional
Strategy provides a tangible example of effective
partnership working at the regional level. Developing

a joined up evidence base will substantially add to our
understanding of the region. While there are always
challenges with linking multi-disciplinary evidence,

it can bring an improved understanding of how the
economy, climate change and planning interact. Working
collaboratively with many regional organisations will
develop a common understanding and commitment to
the evidence and, hopefully, produce better policies and
delivery to the benefit of businesses and communities
right across South West England for many years to come.
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Key indicators

Source

GVA, GVA per head

Office for National Statistics, Regional accounts

GVA per FTE

South West Regional Accounts, The Economy Module

VAT registrations, deregistration

BIS Enterprise Directorate Analysis Unit &
UK Business: Activity, size and location
(snapshot of IDBR data)

Qualifications

Annual Population Survey, NOMIS

Patent registrations
- by geographic area
- by university

European Patent Office, via Eurostat
Higher Education Funding Council for England
(HE Business & Community Interaction Survey)

Employment, unemployment,
economic activity rates

Annual Population Survey, NOMIS

Claimant count

Claimant Count, NOMIS

Part-time and self-employment

Annual Population Survey, NOMIS

Index of Multiple Deprivation

Communities and Local Government

Gross Domestic Household Income

Office for National Statistics, Regional accounts

Wages

Annual survey of hours and earnings

House price index

Communities and Local Government

Housing Affordability

Communities and Local Government

Regional Index of Sustainable Well-being

New Economics Foundation
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Abbreviations

DCLG
EPO
GB
GDP
GDHI
GVA
HE
IMD
LEA
NUTS
NVQ
RDA
RES
R-ISEW
RSS
SME
SOA
SRS
SWE
VAT

Department of Communities and Local Government
European Patent Office

Great Britain

Gross Domestic Product

Gross Disposable Household Income

Gross Value Added

Higher Education

Index of Multiple Deprivation

Local Economic Assessment

Nomenclature of Units for Territorial Statistics
National Vocational Qualification

Regional Development Agency

Regional Economic Strategy

Regional Index of Sustainable Economic Well-being
Regional Spatial Strategy

Small and Medium Enterprise

Super Output Area

Single Regional Strategy

South West England

Value Added Tax
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South West England

Regional Economic Profile

The Regional Economic Profile is published on
www.swo.org.uk/economy and
www.southwestrda.org.uk twice a year to provide
a ‘snapshot’ of the economy of South West England.

To subscribe: email: Eleanor.Field@southwestrda.org.uk
or write to Economy Module, South West RDA,

Sterling House, Dix’s Field, Exeter, EXT TQA. You can get
a summary of this document on audio tape from us.
Translated versions will also be produced on request.
Please contact the South West RDA Marketing team

on 01392 229380.

The Economy Module of the SW Observatory provides
a dynamic source of economic and business research
and intelligence, with comprehensive data and analysis
to support regional development and evidence based
decision making. To improve the availability of regional
data, the Economy Module has developed a set of
Regional Accounts which are freely available to all.

For further information please visit the Economy
Module web site.

The South West Observatory’s Economy Module and

the South West RDA use a wide range of information

and data sourced from third party suppliers within their
analysis and reports. Neither body can be held responsible
for the accuracy or timeliness of this information.

Neither the Economy Module nor the South West RDA
will be liable for any losses suffered or liabilities incurred
by third parties’ use or reliance, in any way, on the
information contained in this publication.

This document has been printed on Revive uncoated,
100% recycled from 80% de-inked post consumer waste
and 20% mill broke. All papers are elemental chlorine free

Crown copyright material is produced with the permission
of the controller of HMSO.
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South West RDA

Corporate Headquarters
Sterling House

Dix's Field, EXETER

Devon, EX1 1QA
Telephone: 01392 214 747
Fax: 01392 214 848

enquiries@southwestrda.org.uk
www.southwestrda.org.uk
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